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[249] CHAPTER XIV.
OF THE CREATION OF A CAPTAIN AT TADOUSSAC.

HE desire of immortality reigns in the minds of
T savages as well as in the souls of the most civi-
lized nations. When a man of mark among
them is removed by death, they resuscitate him and
bring him back to life in the manner described in
the previous Relations. As they wished to bring
back one of their Captains from his grave, they
observed the following ceremonies.

The neighboring tribes are notified to be present,
if they desire, at the spot where the event is to take
place; or a time is selected when they are in the
habit of visiting one another. When all are assem-
bled, a fine feast is made ready in the largest cabin,
to which all the principal savages are invited. While
the feast is being prepared, the Captain is created in
this manner:

He who acts as Master of ceremonies [250] keeps
near him some of the chief personages, who serve as
his officers. In the first place, they set out and ex-
pose to view the presents that are to be given to the
Captains of the tribes who are present at the cere-
mony of creation. They afterward spread out some
Elk skins, well dressed, very soft, and handsomely
painted in their fashion, to serve as a seat or throne
for the new Captain. When this is done, he who is
to create him sends two of his officers to bring him.
They seek him in the cabin where he is conversing



